Our version of Arabian Nights is original and categorically unique! Translated directly from old, Persian manuscripts, our production will enjoy the native charm, the raucous wit, the authentic characters and the stories in a way that has never been seen before - and it will be at the Mill Arts Centre in Banbury!

Writer and director is Nasser Memarzia. He is responsible for the adaptation. 

He is an award winning writer with a ‘BAFTA’ nomination, ‘LWT Plays on Stage Award’ and a long career in acting.

Our designer is Rebecca Lee. A graduate of Liverpool Institute of Performing Arts. 

Becki is a talented and promising local stage designer. Those who saw Alice in Wonderland last year will remember her touch!

And the cast? Well, here they are; a deliberate mixture of highly talented trained professionals with highly talented serious students: They’re all local and we are very proud of them!
David Adkin David is currently at student in his final year at Banbury School. This is now his second year working with CTC. He plans to go onto to study Performing Arts Production at Stratford College next year and to continue working with the company.
Andrew Allen Andy has over 40 years experience of acting and is currently playing the part of The King in Banbury Cross Players' production of "The Tinder Box"). He recently directed the new play "Schumann’s Cliffhanger" for the Innovarts 2008 Festival and is looking forward to taking part in this exciting new production of "Arabian Nights".
Lucy Astbury I live in Bicester and go to Southwold Primary School.  I have been a member of The Mill Youth Theatre for almost two years and enjoy meeting up with friends on a Thursday evening to do drama activities.  This year will be my third production with Cherwell Theatre Company and I am really looking forward to it - the productions get better and better each year.  One day I would like to be a famous actress.  Who knows - someone has to do it!
Jade Bates I’m Jade Bates and I'm 11 and go to Warriner School. I have been in Cherwell theatre  last two plays, a Christmas carol and Alice in wonder land, and I’m delighted to be in there  latest play, Arabian nights, I really love  drama and singing and have once sung at the Albert hall and have sung twice at St Mary’s which I really enjoyed.
Daniel Bianchi Dan has worked as an acting and movement coach in San Bernardino and Hollywood and enjoys sharing his passion for animal movement studies through performance and workshops. After completing his degree in Theatre and Performance and the University of Plymouth he joined physical theatre/clowning company Le Navet Bete which he is now enjoying touring with.
Nick Bunt Australian-born Nick taken part in the last two InnovArts festivals and playing the role of the Mad Hatter in last years production of Alice in Wonderland.  Currently he a member of Le Navet Bete, a clowning/ physical theatre company. Le Navet Bete are now starting to tour in 2009. He is very excited about taking part in this years show and looks forward to the challenge!
Jessica Carr I performed in Innovarts, the Banbury Charter Fayre, shows at my school and two shows at Bicester Stagecoach. I’m now on their agency's list. CTC means to me an opportunity to really learn about drama and be around people who want to learn just as much as me. Arabian Nights will be something that I can put all my effort into. 

Olivia Clarke I am in sixth form at Chenderit School, I played Alice in last years CTC production of Alice in Wonderland and I really enjoyed the experience of working with professional actors and meeting new people as well. I play many musical instruments and I am part of CTC youth theatre group which helps me develop my acting skills.
Sarah Crawley I've just graduated from the University of York where I studied BA English/Writing and Performance. In 2003 I was in a successful SMC production of A Chorus Line at the Edinburgh Festival. Since graduating, I have won a place on The Network, which took place at the Media Guardian Edinburgh International Television Festival. I am currently in the graduate wilderness but Arabian Nights has given me the chance to get creative again, something that I miss terribly since leaving University!
Patrissa Cuberos Colombian singer, writer, tango dancer and performer. Arabian Nights... my roots are perhaps somewhere there, as the legacy of blood coming from the East to Colombia via Spain. Earliest memories of fairy tales, legends and magic. A twirl and a swirl of silky veils, adventure, heroes, romance and travel.
Cara Davis Cara was in Alice In Wonderland last year and enjoyed the experience so much she auditioned again this year for the annual Cherwell Theatre Company production. Cara attends The Warriner School and is in Year 10. After The Warriner Cara wishes to study drama, dance and music further, as she also studies Tap and Ballet at the Ulla Academy Of Arts. Cara is a member of Playbox Theatre company where she has performed in Warwick, and has also participated in Stage Experience in the New Theatre in Oxford. Cara wishes the entire cast and creative team best of luck with the show and hopes you enjoy it.
Molly de Dios Fisher Studying for GCSEs in Drama, Art and Music. Molly is an enthusiastic member of CTC. She played the dormouse in last year's production of Alice in Wonderland. 

She is thrilled to be part a part of Arabian Nights; can't wait!
Emily DeShon I like to dance, sing, read, draw and perform on stage. I go to Bure Park School, Bicester. I love the theatre because you get to perform in front of millions of people and be some one you're not and meet new friends. I'm really excited to be part of the Cherwell Theatre Company family.
Helen Everett I started the Senior Youth Group run by CTC in September 2007. That November, I auditioned for the 2008 production of Alice In Wonderland and was thrilled when I got in. Taking part in Arabian Nights has made me really happy, because there's honestly nothing than better doing what you love best, especially when you are working with an amazing group of people.
Gareth Fordred Gareth graduated from ALRA in 2007 and is glad to be back in Banbury. He has just come from a run of Richard III in London, where he played Clarence. After Arabian Nights, he will be going back for the same company's next project. He hopes that the CTC ensemble are making these oldest of stories, The Arabian Nights, live

Sarah Head I've am a member of the Youth of Banbury Operatic Society, and have acted with them in performances of Honk! the Musical, Anything Goes and Barnum and performed with them in the West End at Her Majesty's Theatre. I am very passionate about drama and the theatre, and I am very much looking forward to performing some of my favourite stories from Arabian Nights. 

Claudia Higgins Hello I’m Claudia Higgins, I am 12 years old and I attend The Warriner School.  This is my third year in a Cherwell Theatre Co. production; the highlight for me was playing Alice in Alice in Wonderland last year.  I really enjoy acting and the atmosphere of the Theatre and performing on the stage.

Cory Jones I am in year 10 at the Warriner, I'm doing Drama, music and History for GCSE's and I already have a German GCSE A*. I performed in the Canterbury tales and the Roses of Eyam at Warriner. I am doing the Rotary Youth Speaks competition for the second year running. This will be my first play in the CTC. I’m looking forward to Arabian nights.
Liam Nooney I have worked with Cherwell Theatre Company on nearly everyone of their projects for the last 4 years, whether that be performing in plays or helping out with their weekly, youth group. Being an aspiring actor the opportunities and professional work that CTC has been able to offer me has been of inestimable value. I look forward to what they have to offer for future, not just for myself, but for the entire community.
Lawrence Prestidge I have worked in the magical kingdom of Disneyland Resort Paris. Whilst there I worked on some stage shows playing Aladdin, Bert and Captain Jack Sparrow. I'm looking forward to be a part of Arabian Nights. I think it has so many amazing stories! Arabian Nights is sure going to be a performance worth seeing! Don't miss out!!

Caitlin Ratsma I am 11 and am a year 7 pupil at Magdalen College School. I do dance and drama clubs and enjoy singing.   I love art, technology and animals!

I took part in last year’s show - Alice in Wonderland, and am excited to be taking part in a CTC production once more.  Arabian Nights means hard work, good fun, and meeting new people to me, and I am looking forward to it.

Lily Stevenson I go to the grange school. My hobbies are dancing and acting. I am at Joanne mills school of dance and have just performed a dance show called just dance. The last two years I have been a part in C.T.C’s productions a Christmas Carol and Alice in Wonderland I have thoroughly enjoyed it and I am now looking forward to taking part in Arabian nights.

Penelope Tasker Penny graduated from RADA in 2006 and has been in constant demand since. In the last two years she has performed in Othello, Desdemona, Romeo and Juliet, Poprygunya, and Winter wonder to name but a few. She is pleased to be back home for Arabian Nights.
Fuchsia Waddelow After graduating from East 15 in 2006 I managed to get lost in the wilderness somewhere between London and Edinburgh. I finally found my way back home earlier this year with a newborn babe in my arms. “Arabian Nights” is a great opportunity for me to explore the imagination of storytelling and to learn these rich stories, which I’ll be telling for years to come.    
Jessica Young I am a student of Banbury School. I have done two productions with Cherwell theatre company, A Christmas Carol , and Alice in wonderland, This will be my 3rd production and I’m looking forward too it. It has been a great experience for me to work with professional actors and have made a load of great friends. I hope you enjoy are show.

























































