OXFORD INSPIRES

GUIDELINES ON FUND-RAISING

(Approved by Oxford Inspires Executive Committee 18 December 2003)

Introduction

Oxford Inspires is the cultural development agency for Oxfordshire. It takes a broad definition of culture to include sport, science, lifelong learning and environmental issues. It has a small staff with experience in arts development and consultancy, cultural research, publishing, broadcasting, fund-raising, and action on environmental issues.

Much of the initial work of Oxford Inspires will be in festival development, widening participation in cultural activities and tackling social exclusion. This will involve working closely with regional agencies and local authorities partly to develop particular programmes and partly to help strengthen existing cultural organisations.

Guidelines for Oxford Inspires’ fund-raising 

1. All fund-raising will be for programmes and projects that add value to the current work of Oxford Inspires’ stakeholders.

2. In general Oxford Inspires’ fundraising will be for programmes and projects that involve the work of several organisations—a consultative and collaborative approach will be adopted to developing such programmes and projects.

3. Oxford Inspires will publish on its website and elsewhere a regularly updated list of projects and programmes for which it is seeking funds.

4. Oxford Inspires will not be directly involved in—that is will not make any applications for, or act as fund-raiser for—capital projects. It will, as appropriate, advise organisations on their approach to fund-raising for strategically important capital projects.

5. Any major sponsorship agreement negotiated by Oxford Inspires will only be finalised with the agreement of the Oxford Inspires’ Executive Committee or Board.

6. In addition to directly fund-raising for projects and programmes that meet the Oxford Inspires’ objectives, Oxford Inspires will provide consultancy and advice services to cultural organisations seeking assistance with fund-raising or other aspects of business development. Separate guidelines on the consultancy and advice services to be provided by Oxford Inspires have been published. The provision of such services will be biased in favour of small and emerging cultural organisations.
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